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1. OPENING 
Mal Poole welcomed those present and opened the meeting at 9.40am. 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
Those in attendance where: 
Stan Konstantaras (ANSA NSW), Joe Garufi (ANSA NSW), Peter Gibson (NSWCFA), Mal Poole 
(NSWFCA), Radge Diakiw (NSWCFA), Max Castle ( ANSA NSW), Mel Brown ( USFA NSW ), 
Simon Trippe ( USFA NSW). 
 
3.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from: 
Michael Hirst (NSWFCA), Steve Williamson (PFIGA), Todd Young (PFIGA), Peter Saunders    
(USFA NSW), David Screen (NSWCFA) 
      
4. GUESTS 
Adrian Wayne (USFA NSW), John Burgess (ANSA National) John Naughton / Lesley  
Diver (SCMA)  
 
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Minutes presented and moved that they be accepted by Stan K, seconded Peter G.   
Stan K noted that minutes of previous meetings are online and Delegates and   
Committee should access them this way. 
 
 Available at following link http://rfansw.com.au/Meetings.html#minutes 
 
6. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 
     
 All items moved to general business and agenda 
 
 
7. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Stan gave an overview of the current project reporting and general RFA accounts. 
 
Bank Balance as of 20/03/11   $32,521.00** 
 
Income        -  RFA Fees    $240.00 
          -  Project Fees  $85,800.00 
 
Expenses     - RFA Expenses  $1343.00  
          - Project Expenses  $58,074.00 
         
 
Closing Balance as of 17th June 2011  $59,144.00  
 
** (RFA Operational Funds account for $7,331.00 of Bank Balance)  
 

http://rfansw.com.au/Meetings.html#minutes


Stan gave overview of finances taking into account cheques not presented as of 17/6/11 and 
include the following outstanding payments; 
RFA General Payments:   $1492.00 
RFA Project Payments:    $ 15,064.00 
 
Closing balance at EOFY will be approximately $42,588.00 and includes RFA Operational Funds 
of $5324.00 
 
RFA will claim 1/3 management fees from project L071 in the new financial year that will see the 
RFA Operation Funds grow to approx $10,000 for the start of the 2011/2012 financial year. 
 
Stan to circulate copies of RFA Expense Claim Form and Updated Project Expenditure 
Spreadsheet 
 
 
8.  DELEGATE REPORTS 
The delegates present were asked to provide an overview on their group’s activities as a way of 
updating the other delegates and as a way to further gather support for issues if needed. 
 
ANSA NSW 
 
ANSA NSW is has its new website up and operational. 
ANSA NSW finally seen an increase in its membership numbers and Joe attributed this to the 
National Rule changes that included new rules on braid fishing lines and its new catch, measure 
and release divisions and record charts. 
ANSA NSW is currently helping clubs at a local level with local fishing issues that include marine 
parks and GNS 
Joe G gave an overview of the Angel Ring Project and where the project is heading. 
   
NSWCFA 
 
NSWCFA recently held its meeting in Tamworth. 
Peter G indicated that the South West Anglers had left the NSWCFA and the Central 
Acclimatisation Society was considering leaving.  
Peter G also indicated that there was concern within some members of the NSW CFA overs its 
supposed political affiliations.  Discussion occurred within the meeting and it was agreed that 
anyone who represented fisher’s interest in the government needed to be supported to a certain 
level. 
 
NSWFCA 
 
NSWFCA recently held its meeting and are looking at a review of its competitions, how to 
encourage younger people to get into fishing and modernizing the Association. 
Mal also mentioned that he had raised the issue of NSWFCAs lack of contribution to statewide 
fishing issues and representations and how to build this back up again. Mal will be following this 
up with the NSWFCA Committee. 
 
 
NSW USFA 



 
NSWUSFA main focus is attracting social members to its ranks. 
NSWUSFA has a new magazine. 
NSWUSFA spoke on the issue of boat strikes to spearfishes and the issue of a spearfishers flag  
(Note: Agenda Item)  
Peter S mentioned that Black Cod and GNS, plus fair and equitable access in Marine Parks as 
the biggest issues facing spearfishers. 
NSWUSFA are working on their draft spearfishing accreditation process and that it may 
ultimately become and accredited activity.  
 
 
PFIGA 
 
PFIGA are holding their AGM in Narooma this weekend 
 
 
9. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
9 a. Solitary Islands and Jervis Bay Marine Park 
Overall a good outcome and we all have a chance to re-draft the SI and JBMP and even the 
Lord Howe Is MP zones. 
 
The RFA will review its original submissions and update them and have them re-submitted when 
required. The RFA will work with the USFA, ANSANSW and NSWFCA on these plans. 
Essentially we will be seeking a further roll back to the original 2002/2003 consultative period 
that formed the foundations of these marine parks. We all accepted the original plans, but with 
more science and research has been completed we need to review all the literature and define 
our own “baseline” and choose our own “experts”. 
 
Discussions focused on accepting some form of sanctuary zones and the need to come up with 
a flexible approach linked to the IUNC (International Union for Conservation of Nature) policy’s. 
 
With regards to the GNS within these marine parks the RFA needs to challenge the science 
behind the GNS that has led to restrictions based around this outdated science.  
 
RFA needs a cohesive plan by the end of July and we needed to focus on land degradation, loss 
of habitat and on land activities 
 
Discussion occurred around the LHIMP and the spearfishers really to get involved in this and 
seek RFA support 
 
 
9 b. Grey Nurse Shark and Black Cod Update 
 
Adrian Wayne and Mel Brown (NSW USFA) gave those present an up update on history of the 
GNS situation and the impacts to all anglers over the years based on the available science at the 
time.  In 1999 with the help of SCUBA, NSW Fisheries identified approximately 330 GNS and 
only looked in known locations i.e. known habitats. In 2002 with the help of the spearfishers 



more research was undertaken which again looked at known locations and some limited 
unknown locations and in adverse conditions and approximately 450 GNS were located. 
 
Further research was undertaken once again and approx. 1300 GNS were located, however 
researchers did not look Sth of Sydney, the count did not include juvenile GNS and spearfishers 
were not included in the count. 
 
GNS counts increased as the methodology improved since those very first counts. The ability to 
find sharks in known habitats has also increased, however researchers are still failing to look 
outside the box and consider the following 
 
1. Counting juvenile GNS 
2. Counting GNS in shallow areas ( ie: impact zones in gutters as highlighted in many  
          spearfishing DVD’s on the market)  
3. Counting GNS in deeper locations considering the PAT tagging results and early  
          gamefishing records from NSW indicate GNS inhabit deeper water locations 
4. Experienced divers and spearfishers need to be included in counts 
5. Anecdotal locations need to be investigated 
 
Discussions occurred around the science and its credibility in determining population models and 
quasi - extinction conclusions, including the exclusion of deep-water (greater then 40m) and 
shallow water (less than 5 meters) locations in the counts.  
 
Discussions also occurred around the fact that many marine parks that were established in NSW 
had resulting closures based on these early, flawed counts to supposedly protect the GNS. It 
was all based on early preliminary science and resulted in far greater restrictions in marine parks 
and many inconsistencies between marine parks. Under the current marine park review these 
restrictions must be reviewed in conjunction with the outcome from the current GNS review 
 
The methodology of the 2010 research studying behavioral response of GNS to baits and lures 
was discussed, and criticism were made on the method of lowering bait into the immediate area 
very close to a GNS. This is not the way recreational fish, baits are not intentionally lowered in 
front of GNS 
 
The tone of the discussion was suggestive and misleading. Everyone present agreed that it was 
suggestive and that the NSW Government has not put together a good case for any increased 
protection.   
 
Outcomes:  
 
1. Recreational anglers need to challenge mortality rates. Serious doubts surround the 
science; especially the 12 know mortalities that are quoted in the discussion paper (DP). Of the 3 
counts we have seen a 505 increase from the 1st to the 2nd and then a 250% increase from the 
2nd to 3rd count. It is not known if NSW Fisheries has any veterinarian scientists that are able to 
qualify the mortality rates and what the current mortality rate is.  Recreational anglers need to 
seek clarification on this point – Has NSW Fisheries got the diagnostic expertise to diagnose 
cause of death of any GNS and if not a suitable independent aquatic veterinarian need to be 
involved.  NSW Fisheries are saying that GNS are dying of such and such due to hooks, but 
there have never been any pathological papers published on the hook wounds, and also, 



basically they are not qualified to determine what the cause of death was - that is an act of 
veterinary science, and only a qualified veterinarian really  can do that.  
 
2. Recreational anglers need to push for the banning of set lining for wobbygongs or at 
minimum require 100% on board observers and VMS to determine setting locations and 
interactions or incidental captures. Recreational anglers have accepted a zero bag limit on 
wobbygong and commercial anglers need to do the same.  
 
3. GNS habitat rules within NSW marine parks need to be reviewed under the current 
scientific review being undertaken in NSW. 
 
4. More funding needs to be made invested to find more GNS and community research 
needs to be encouraged, programs like Capreef need to be considered as models for community 
based education. 
 
5. More circle hook research needs to applied to determine hooking locations on GNS. 
Discussions occurred around the possibility of make known GNS habitats “ circle hook only” 
 
6. The research surrounding GNS behavior to baits and lures needs to be revisited, with the 
emphasis on reviewing current and acceptable fishing methods employed by recreational 
anglers who do not intentionally lower baits in front of GNS. The flawed research showed that a 
GNS will eat a bait if it is lowered into its immediate proximity 
 
7. More education is needed in training fishers in appropriate C&R methods when 
encountering GNS. “ A Hooked Sharks Is Not A Dead Shark” 
 
Actions: 
 
1. Re-establish www.greynurseshark.com.au and build an online submission form – Stan to   
          Coordinate 
2. Establish approved format for submission to be counted as an individual response, similar       
          to the savejb and savesi websites- Mal Poole to investigate 
3. Seek and independent researcher to look at the population modeling employed by the  
          current researchers – John Burgess / Mal Poole.  
4. Aim to have site completed and up and running by late July 2011. 
 
 
9 c. Membership 
 
New Members:  
South West Anglers have written to the RFA expressing their wish to join the RFA directly. 
Currently the SWA is a member of the NSWCFA. Mal P indicated that he has been approached 
informally about this and has spoken to the President of the NSWCFA. The NSWCFA was 
concerned but Mal P indicated that the SWA was intent on leaving the NSWCFA based on the 
fact that the regions so was large it needed additional representation at a state level. 
 
The RFA members present discussed the application and agreed that we did not need any more 
fragmentation in NSW and agreed to accept the membership of the SWA to the RFA as full 
members. 

http://www.greynurseshark.com.au/


 
Stan K moved motion to accept SWA membership application, seconded my Max C, and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Advertising:  
Joe G will provide the RFA members with his plans for increasing membership and maintaining 
constant contact with the members of NSW. Joe G has developed a plan for advertising, online 
forum discussion and some other resources available to the RFA.  
 
RFA Contact List: 
Peter G will combine of all of current email contact lists and will continue to compile Recfisher 
email bulletin, but needs support from the members for content. 
 
Members Services: 
Peter G has almost completed a “Public & Media Relations Guide for Fishing Clubs” that will 
outline on how clubs and association handle the media and public relations issues they may be 
presented with. 
 
 
9 d. Access Project Update  
 
Stan K gave an overview of the projects progress to date. 
 
The project has a new website www.nswangleraccess.com.au  
 
Stan K outlined all the progress Christopher Robertson had made to date including 
 

1. Drafting of the Project Manual on “How to Progress a Site for 
Reservation for Recreational Fishing”. Currently this 20 page draft will 
act as a guideline that will be part of the website “how to guide for 
clubs”. 

2. Chris has lodged 6 submissions to date covering fresh and saltwater 
locations as part of the project . These include almost 80% of the 
Priority 1 Sites the Steering Committee had approved. 

3. The site list had grown to over 30 sites that Chris is working on and 
that the Steering Committee has selected and Priority 1, Priority 2, 
Evolving  and Future Sites in NSW 
 

Stan K, Mal P and Peter G who all sit on the Steering Committee commented that Chris was 
doing a great job and we were happy with his progress. 
 
Peter G also commented on the amount of support work Mal P has undertaken as part of the 
project and in his dealing with Chris. Peter G recommended that the RFA assist Mal P with a set 
fee for any future part or full days that he may be required to participate in as part of the project 
as part of the RFA management fee for the project.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.nswangleraccess.com.au/


9 e. Future Leaders Project 
 
Mal P gave an overview of the current progress of the Federal Future Leaders Project that the 
RFA of NSW has a supportive role in. 
The project is being run by Sunfish QLD and is looking at the best way of developing and finding 
leaders. 
 
The RFA will be focusing on finding participants and providing mentors. 
 
Max C commented that he was concerned that the RFA committee was taking on too much work 
and asked the members to assist in projects like these. 
 
 
9f. Post-Election Roundup. 
 
Discussion occurred in relation to the recent NSW State Election results. It was agreed by all that 
it will take some time for the current government to find its feet and direction.   
 
A new department had been formed “NSW Department of Trade and Investment, Regional 
Infrastructure and Services (DTIRIS) see Attachment. 
 
9g. Federal Recreational Fishing Roundtable 
 
John Burgess from ANSA National gave the members present an update on the recent federal 
government round table meeting held in Canberra. The expectation was that recreational anglers 
are to be partners in the industry and have to deliver outcomes. The expectation was there that 
was a need for a peak body in Australia, however it will have to be self-funded. 
 
Discussion occurred around the commonwealth MP process and the SWMP being planned. 
Most participants agreed that it was well handled and will have little impact on recreational 
angling in the West. It remains to be seen if the east coast process is handled the same way and 
discussions will re-open in Dec 2011. 
 
Adrian W (NSWUSFA) was concerned that spearfishers would be impacted by the new C&R 
zones which will mean they will be excluded. He noted that we need to be mindful that 
spearfishing occurs in the 50-200m zone in remote offshore refs and sea mounts. Mel B 
(NSWUSFA) is also concerned that they will follow NSW MP Plans and that spearfishers will not 
benefit from catch and release or any other passive recreational line fishing regulation. 
 
Simon T (NSWUSFA) is to follow up with WA spearfishers to see what their reaction has been 
and is also concerned that the federal spearfishing body, the AUF is not presenting spearfishers 
views on this roundtable. John B suggested that NSWUSFA chase up Recfish as to the status of 
their application for membership and tackle the issue of representation through this channel. 
 
 
9g. Black Cod Update 
 
Mel B (NSWUSFA) gave an overview of the released black cod recovery plan and the fact that 
the USFA is not entirely happy with. One of the reasons is that spearfishing is not one of the key 



threatening processes and more community research is needed. The USFA has its own register 
of black cod sightings and in the past 2 months have found 75 black cod in 37 know location 
ranging from juveniles to 50kg fish. 
 
 
9i. General Business off the floor 
 

 Divers Flag 
 
Adrian W attended the most recent RVAG and spoke about the need that a new flag is needed 
for spearfishers due to the most recent cases of prop strikes to spearfishers off Sydney. 
RVAG has agreed to prepare a discussion paper to look at the issues. 
 
The RFA position is that we will support the USFA and push for an education program and 
implementation of new flag rules for flags in boats and on floats for spearfishers within NSW. 
 

 Meroo Lake and Nelson Lagoon POM 
 
More localised involvement is needed on these issues at Nelson Lagoon. Currently there is 
access, but the potential to ban any powered craft in the future is very real and we need to be 
aware of any plans. 
There are also issues with the resumption of the sea bed at Meroo by NPWS that may leave to 
more restrictive access into the future. 
 
Currently the RFA is awaiting a response from the Minister to revoke Meroo and change the 
Nelsons Lagoon POM. 
 

 Recfish 
 
John Burgess gave a short report on the most recent Recfish meeting he attended. The USFA 
was accepted as a full member to Recfish which was a good sign of Recfish opening up their 
membership base. There is a meeting in July to determine the future of Recfish and John 
mentioned that groups like GFAA, AFTA and Sunfish need to unite with Recfish as a single peak 
body. 
 

 Sydney Harbour Speed restrictions 
 
Max C gave the members an update on the recent and upcoming discussions into speed 
restrictions in Sydney Harbour and that he was going to seek some additional input from the 
RFA members on this. 
 

 Coroners Update 
 
The recent Coronial Inquiry went well, with Mal P giving the members an update on how the day 
went. Jessie W from MMM (Multicultural Marketing and Media) giving evidence on behalf of the 
RFA. Findings are due to be handed down on the 15 July 2011. 
 
 
 



 Constitution 
 
Stan K spoke about the need to update the Constitution to change the payment methods to 
include EFT (electronic funds transfer) for specific projects. Stan K is to consult with Fair Trading 
on this issue and have a motion ready for discussion at AGM in Nov 11. 
 

 RFA Contractors 
 
Mal p spoke about the success of Chris Robertson as our contracted RFA Access Officer and 
Mal P is to prepare submissions for RFA Fisheries Liaison Officer, Secretariat and Safety Officer 
as contractor positions. These are to be completed with a view to present to the Minister. 
 

 Sydney Metro Catchment Management Authority Presentation 
 
John N and Lesley D gave a presentation on the “Protecting Your Waterway” initiative. 
They discussed why we need to protect the waterways, key impacts and how boaters and fishers 
can help. 
There will be more community group presentations in Sept/Oct/Nov of this year with the planned 
project launched in Dec 11. 
Resource material will accompany the education campaign, see attached. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
With no more general business Mal Poole closed the meeting at 4.55 pm 
 
Stan Konstantaras 
RFA of NSW Secretary 
17th July 2011 
 
 
 
 
Abbreviations:  
NSW DII – Department of Industry and Investment – Fisheries NSW 
ACoRF – NSW Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing 
RFSTEC- Recreational Fishing Saltwater Trust Expenditure Committee 
RFH – Recreational Fishing Haven 
NPWS- National Parks and Wildlife 
FRDC – Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
LMPA – Land and Property Management Authority 
RVAG – Recreational Vessel Advisory Commitee 
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