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Request for supporting information—Temperate East Marine Parks review
Dear Emily,

The Recreational Fishing Alliance of NSW (RFA NSW) welcomes the opportunity to
contribute to the preparation of the new Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management
Plan.

We have reviewed the current 2018 Management Plan, the independent evaluation of the
Temperate East Network, the overall evaluation report and your response to those
evaluations.

We note that the current consultation is intended to help shape the draft management plan
and the Australian Government’s commitment to achieving 30 per cent of Australia’s ocean
in highly protected zoning.

The evaluation reports also identify:

gaps in socioeconomic information;

limited evidence available to assess the effectiveness of existing zoning;
uncertainty about how baseline data has informed management decisions;
concerns about whether zoning decisions have always been supported by a
sufficiently robust and transparent evidence base; and

o the need for future zoning decisions to draw clearly upon ecological, socioeconomic
and cultural information.

Against that background, RFA NSW is seeking further information to enable the recreational
fishing community to participate meaningfully in this initial and important stage of
consultation.

Could you please provide, or direct us to where it has already been published, the following
information relating specifically to the Temperate East Network:

1. The principles, criteria and spatial-planning methodology that will be used to identify
areas for possible additional high-protection or no-take zoning.

2. Whether any preliminary, indicative or working zoning options, candidate areas or
spatial analyses have already been developed or are presently under consideration
for Central Eastern, Solitary Islands, Cod Grounds, Hunter or Jervis marine parks.

3. If preliminary options do not yet exist, when Parks Australia expects to develop and
publish this information.

4. The ecological condition, threat and risk assessments that will be used to determine
whether recreational fishing should be restricted in any particular park or location.

PO Box 328 Matraville, NSW 2036  Email: secretary@rfansw.com.au
Online at www.rfansw.com.au, www.safefishing.com.au, www.facebook.com/rfansw



5. The recreational fishing catch, effort and spatial-use information that will inform the
new plan, including available information concerning charter fishing, game fishing
and spearfishing.

6. The methodology that will be used to distinguish the effects of sustainable
recreational fishing from commercial fishing, mining, shipping, pollution, climate
change and other pressures.

7. Any completed, commissioned or proposed social, economic, community, boating-
safety or displaced-fishing-effort assessments relevant to potential zoning changes.

8. Whether seasonal, species-specific, gear-specific or other targeted management
measures will be considered as alternatives to permanent no-take zoning.

9. The research reports, monitoring results and datasets accumulated since 2018 that
Parks Australia expects to rely upon when developing new zoning arrangements.

RFA NSW also seeks clarification about the Government’s 30 per cent high-protection
commitment, including:

o the present percentage of the Temperate East Network that is classified as highly
protected;

o whether any particular area or percentage has been allocated to the Temperate East
Network;

o whether each individual marine park network is expected to reach a particular target;

o how the proposed Lord Howe and Norfolk marine park expansions will be counted
towards the national target; and

e whether additional no-take zoning may still be proposed for the mainland Temperate
East parks if the offshore expansions enable the national target to be reached.

We are not seeking duplication of the consultation documents already published. We are
seeking the park-specific evidence, spatial analysis and decision-making criteria needed to
provide informed comments before preliminary zoning positions become established.

Where requested information has not yet been developed, we would appreciate confirmation
of that position, together with advice about when it will become publicly available.

If the scientific evidence, spatial analyses or preliminary zoning options will not be available
during this first consultation period, please explain how recreational fishers and other
affected stakeholders will be given a meaningful opportunity to examine and respond to that
material before the draft plan is settled.

RFA NSW supports effective, proportionate and evidence-based marine conservation.
However, sustainable recreational fishing access should not be restricted merely to satisfy a
numerical protection target. Any proposed restriction should be supported by current, site-
specific evidence, a clearly identified conservation objective and a transparent assessment
of its environmental, social, economic, access and safety consequences.

We look forward to your response and to constructive participation throughout the
development of the new Temperate East Management Plan.

Yours sincerely,
A Kowtia—

Stan Konstantaras
RFA of NSW



